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to push any considerable force across the Savannah River,
for the enemy held the river opposite the city with iron-clad
gunboats, and could destroy any pontoons laid down by us
between Hutchinson's Island and the South Carolina shore,
which would isolate any force sent over from that flank. I
therefore ordered General Slocum to get into position the
siege guns and make all the preparations necessary to
assault, and to report to me the earliest moment when he
could be ready, while I should proceed rapidly round by the
right and make arrangements to occupy the Union Cause-
way from the direction of Port Royal. General Foster had
already established a division of troops on the peninsula or
neck between the Coosawatchie and Tullifinney Rivers, at
the head of Broad River, from which position he could
reach the railroad with his artillery.

" I went to Port Royal in perso'n, and made arrange-
ments to reinforce that command by one or more divi-
sions, under a proper officer, to assault and carry the
railroad, and thence turn toward Savannah until it occu-
pied the causeway in question. I went on board the
Admiral's flagship, the * Harvest Moon/ which put out
to sea the night of the 20th. But the wind was high,
and increased during the night, so that the pilot judged
Ossabaw bar impassable, and ran into the Tybee,"
whence we proceeded through the inland channels into
Warsaw Sound, and thence through Rornney Marsh. But
the ebb tide caught the ' Harvest Moon' and she was unable
to make the passage. Admiral Dahlgren took me in his
barge, and pulling in the direction of Vernon River we met
the army tug ' Red Legs/ bearing a message from my Ad-
jutant, Captain Dayton, of that morning, the 2ist,to the
effect that our troops were in possession of the enemy's
lines, and were advancing without opposition into Savan-r unwiseer-ce with nine regi-able amount of breadstuff's and other neces- a flourishing little town
